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Lycée-Marie-Curie-Echirolles@ac-grenoble.fr





Hello !





Dear Penpal, 


My name’s Alison Riley but everyone calls me Allie. I am 16 and I am from New England, a region in the north east of the United States. I live in a small rural town near Bangor in Maine, about four hours from Boston.


I have a twin brother, his name is Jake: we’re both sophomores and we attend Bangor High School. We lost our dad when we were 3 and my mum remarried 7 years ago. My step-dad’s name‘s Tom; he’s a lawyer and he has 3 children from his first marriage: Jamie is the oldest, she’s 25 and works in London so we hardly see her. Ben is 20, he’s studying at the MIT in Boston and he tries to visit us once a month. Becky is the youngest although she’s older than me – she’s 18 – she lives with her mother in Chicago, but she spends a lot of time with us. Then there’s Katie: she’s only 4 and she’s my half-sister. Mum and Tom also decided to adopt a 6-year-old boy from China, his name is Ling and he’s been living with us for over a year now.


My mum used to be a secretary, but she stopped working when she got pregnant with Katie and now she’s a stay-at-home mum. When Katie and Ling are old enough to go to primary school, my mum wants to go back to work and she’d like to open a Bed & Breakfast.


I am very sporty: I’m the captain of our school swim team, I go running on Sunday mornings with my best friend, and I love playing ice-hockey, basketball... I hope to get a sports scholarship to go to University because I’d like to be a PE teacher. My friends say I am good-tempered and sociable. But I am not very hard-working – in fact, I’m a bit lazy, my teachers are always saying that I chat too much in class and that I could have better grades if I worked harder.


Jake is nothing like me: he’s a bookworm and a computer geek, he has excellent grades, but he’s more reserved than me. Some of my friends say he’s a nerd because he’s in the book club, in the computer club... but he is a great brother!!! People never assume we’re twins because we don’t look alike except for our eyes: I’m a few inches smaller than him, he inherited his curly hair from our dad while mine is straight like mum’s: my hair is also darker than his. Have a look at the picture I sent you: you’ll see how different we look like!


What about you? Where do you live? Have you got brothers and sisters? Do you like sports? What are you like?


I hope to hear from you very soon.


Lots of love,


Allie











