
Part One : Reading                                                                      (15 points)

A/ Comprehension                                                                                               ( 08  Points )

Read the text carefully then do the following activities   
        For centuries, men have pondered the possibility of life on other planets and tried to prove its existence. Even before the first shuttle or probe was launched, stories of life on other planets and life invading our own planet, were published prolifically. Whether it’s a desire to connect with others or a burning curiosity to know whether we are truly alone, the question of life on other planets fascinates people from every walk of life.
       An article on extraterrestrial life would not be complete without discussing Mars. Mars has been the biggest focus of the ongoing search for life on other planets for decades. This is not just a wild assumption or fancy; there are several reasons why scientists consider Mars the best place to look for extraterrestrial life. One reason why many people, including scientists, look to Mars as a possible source of life is because they believe there may be water on the planet. Since the telescope was first invented, astronomers have been able to see the channels in the terrain that look like canals or canyons.

       Astronomers do not limit themselves to our Solar System either, suggesting that we should look at different solar systems. Scientists are planning to use interferometry–an investigative technique that implements lasers, which is used in astronomy as well as other fields– to find planets in the habitable zones of other solar systems. Astronomers believe that there are hundreds of solar systems and thousands of planets. While NASA develops better probes, the search for life continues.

                                                     Adapted from : Life on Other Planets by Abby Cessna on June 22, 2009   

1- The text is about:

a- Other habitable planets 
b- Man’s dream of living on other planets

c- The search for habitable planets 

2- Say whether the following statements are true or false according to the text.

a- Men have always thought that life could exist on other planets
b- Life on Mars is just an imaginary idea
c- Astronomers couldn’t prove that there is water on Mars

d- There exist more than one solar system in the universe 

3- In which paragraph is it mentioned that astronomers plan to look for livable planets around every sun-like star in the universe
4- Answer the following questions

a- Did stories of life on other planets start with the first journey into space? Explain
b- Why has always Mars been the biggest focus of search for life?

5- What or who do the underlined words in the text refer to ?

a- its (§1)           b - this(§2)         c-  -   themselves (§3)

 B/ Text Exploration                                                                                               ( 07  Points )

1-Find in the text words that are opposites of the following

insufficiently ≠…(§1)      excluding ≠ …(§2)               unlivable ≠  …(§3)                     

2- Complete the following chart as shown in the example

	Verb
	Noun 
	Adjective 

	Example
	discover
	discovery
	discovered

	prove
	…………...
	…….………

	……..
	assumption
	…………….

	……..
	……………
	investigative


3-  Re-write sentence (b) so that it means the same as sentence (a)

1-a- If scientists discover habitable planets, it will be possible for people to live there.
   b- Unless……………………………………………………………………………...
2-a- “There exists a nearly Earth-sized planet around a star not unlike our own”

   b-Astronomers confirmed…………………………………………………………....

4- Underline the following words according to their number of syllables 

a- technique           b-   telescope        c-  astronomer            d-planet
	Two Syllables
	Three syllables
	Four syllables

	
	
	


5-Fill in the gaps using the following words : Jupier, galaxies, evolve, gravity, missions, life
        NASA is working on more space …1… that will allow scientists not only to find other solar systems but also to study the planets there in greater detail. Some of the questions these missions might help answer are how common are other solar systems; is our solar system typical, with giant planets like …2… and smaller ones like Earth; how do solar systems form and…3…; are there other planets capable of supporting …4…; and is there life on other planets?

PART TWO : WRITTEN EXPRESSION                                   ( 05 Points )

Choose ONE of the following topics.

Topic One : When he set his foot on the moon, Armstrong said:” One small step for man, one giant leap for 

                    mankind.”
          Using the following notes , write a composition of about 120 words to say in what ways this step has helped the humanity.

· Use of the satellite in telecommunication.

· Medicine benefits from the materials created for space use.

· Space exploration has helped in meteorology, navigation, seismology and oceanography.

Topic Two : Write a composition of about 120 words to say whether you agree or disagree with this statement:   Some people think that space research is a waste of time and money.

